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Greetings and Salutations! 

 

One of my favorite childhood books was Charlotte’s Web.  For me, it represented the ability of very 

different characters to be appreciated and valued as contributing members of their world.  Our world, as 

schools of the Diocese of Charlotte, also values the contributions of all of our stakeholders – students, 

parents, teachers, clergy, and staff.  Thank you for everything that you do! 

 

As the Interim Superintendent of Schools for the Diocese of Charlotte, I wanted to share my spiritual vision 

for the 19-20 school year.  Father Winslow, Vicar General and Chancellor, and Father Arnsparger, Vicar of 

Education, remind us that we are all here to help souls get to Heaven.  To move toward this goal, the 

Catholic Schools Office theme for this year is to Be Christ-like to One Another.  By interacting with each 

other in a way that is Christ-like, we are modeling the actions that follow our words.  Our schools 

exemplify the Catholic Faith which is key to our mission.  All of our teachers are being trained in basic 

catechesis to provide a broader understanding of the Catholic Faith.  With all of us working with a common 

goal in focus, the entire organization moves forward. 

 

It goes without saying that academic excellence is an essential component of our schools.  Several schools 

have implemented STEM programs and maker spaces, new software programs are being explored, and 

planning for the technological landscape is occurring.  Schools may have new computers or creative ways 

to utilize existing ones.  However, there is no substitute for the excellent teaching that goes on in our 

classrooms.  Our teachers continue to expand their professional knowledge and strengthen and enhance 

their teaching “toolbox”. 

 

The other area of focus is continuing assessment of the safety of students and staff at our schools.  Over the 

past year we have worked with various law enforcement agencies in the different regions to assess and 

address any safety concerns at the schools.  We have invested in a diocesan-wide safety preparedness tool 

that is designed specifically for schools.  This is a topic that is continuously being discussed, and in 

conjunction with the Risk Management Department of the Diocese and the Chancery, we seek to be 

proactive as well as responsive to ameliorate any situation that may arise. 

  

In closing, I wish you all a school year filled with the life lessons of Charlotte’s Web… celebrate life, 

nurture friendships, appreciate the unique gifts of each person, stay humble, and show compassion.  The 

prophet reminds us in Micah 6: 8: “You have been told…, what is good, and what the LORD requires of 

you: Only to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your God.” Together we will 

continue to be “Christ-like to One Another.” 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Debbie Mixer 

Interim Superintendent of Schools 
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Interim Superintendent of Schools 

 


